Friends of Finsbury Gardens

A report on an ideas and plans
afternoon, Sat. Aprll 4" 2000.



Finsbury Gardens Plan Afternoon

The Friends of Finsbury Gradens have decided tty &mpa Big Lottery Grant for the next
stages of the Gardens improvements. Discussiomsbieen had with some commercial
companies who have produced plans etc. At aaegudeting of the Friends Caroline
suggested that we have a Plan Day/Afternoon catguitsession, where we invite anyone
locally to come and plan the next stages for thideyss. She offered to organise this. It was
fixed for Saturday April 4 afternoon.

Caroline booked the local Pupil Referral Centrehictv has a wonderful central meeting

room — and Neighbourhood Management kindly agreembter the hire cost. The PRC does
not have a projector to use with a PP presentatmiaroline took old fashioned slides to use
for the indoor presentations and discussions. eMeat was advertised in the Newsletter, on
bright posters around the Gardens, and emails sareto all BPCA members and the
Friends.

The equipment etc taken down to use on the dayded:

20 A4 outline plans of the Gardens on clipboardbewing trees, benches and the divisions
of the hard play areas.

4 large scale (Al) plans of the Gardens for groopkwmounted on Correx

A3 map of the local area showing house outlines etc

A4 photos of play equipment and the plans prodingeithe Play equipment company
Design for Play book

Post its, selotape, Blutac, sticky labels, largeesh of paper

Pens, Felt tips, wax crayons, roll of coloured pape

Slide projector and screen with box of slides

Tea, coffee, juice, milk, sugar, biscuits, mugs bedkers

The Finsbury Gardens Plan Afternoon.

People were welcomed and asked to write their namessticker and wear it.

Refreshments available all through the afternoon.

It was a wonderful sunny day and people were emgpgther things — and it was the Grand
National. We did not have many people, but it waspresentative group — children, parents,
young, old, male and female, single, dog ownersramddog owners.

Introductions:

Caroline went first.

Each person said who they were, and where thay #uwmarking their home on the street/area
map so we could see how far away they lived froenGlardens.

Each person said what they used Finsbury Garders faresent.

What do you use the gardens for?

To walk though on the way somewhere as its nicer than the road.
Mum and dad sit down and chat

Sometimes I sit on the frog with friends

| collect conkers

| garden with the Friends

My Grandson of 18 months runs in the safe bit and uses the slide
| pick up rubbish when | pass through with my Litter Picker.

| just pass it twice a day and think it looks good, or not if it has a problem.
I walk through it as it is a ‘green lung’.

| play football.

I walk through it when visiting friends.

We sing Carols at Christmas time.

| garden, cut and plant with the Friends.

| take my nieces and young friends to play



When | walk past it on the way to school | like to see it.
In spring when there is no sun in my garden | will go and sit in the sun now we have
benches.

Slide Show 1

The first set showed the Gardens now:

1914 map to show what it was soon after it wasdaitd— paths different

Houses are very tight on two sides of it — sottiogin square

Path now from end to end a bit like a street jushg from A to B

Centre area very neglected and broken

Kickabout area bad surface and lacking interest

Prison-like new tall railings

Lots of grass but only useable if clean and dog-{pee.

Very flat and boring — even Hidden River Path h&snabumps, and the undulations are what
make the Community Garden in Myddleton Road saetiitre to small children.

Original railings and gates nice, but all very eetgtd and damaged in places — initial bad
impression

Brain storm — written on giant sheets

Who is the Gardens for?

It is for everybody in our community.

Space for children to play and be social.

For having fun.

Enjoying seeing ‘sights’ — other children playing, other people using it

It's an open ‘public’ space — anyone from anywhere, from old and crumbly to relax and
totter to little children for play, and teenagers to meet in a safe environment - somewhere
to go for a chat.

For people without any gardens.

For people who work nearby who might like to use it at lunchtime

It's a really valuable space for the community to meet the community — the planting, the

Carols.

It's our village green — but it also links in to other green spaces.

Picnics

For people with their dogs (this was contentious — discussion again on dogs on or off
leads etc)

What do you Like about Finsbury Gardens?

I like the light, open space, grass, and the benches and dogs on leads.

The old railings

The fairy lights in the tree at Christams.

That it is a place where people can meet

The notice boards

The chestnut trees and conkers and seeing the saplings

The way that Haringey cuts the grass and the recent pruning of the bushes.
That we have the support of the Council

The new planting in the main raised bed.

What Don't you like about FG?

Don't like dog poo

The fact that things can’t or wont grow in deep shade which is in some areas.

The middle bit is too flat and boring and broken.

People drinking alcohol (not unanimous)

The whole visual impact at the Truro Road end — the layout and treatment at that end
The planters

Messy concrete/asphalt broken bits



Broken railings

The new black council railings (that the council said were temporary some years ago
now)

People picking flowers

Dogs not on leads (contentious)

Not brought up at this session, but reported previously:
Noise at night

Sex on the benches at night

Irresponsible dog owners

Changes wanted that may not come up

Would like the end gates to be locked at night. This would discourage night nuisance,
and give a more loved feeling to the gardens altogether.

Better signage for dogs and owners as to what they can do and where

and

One Gardens resident unable to be here would like to have another tree planted where
the big chestnut was felled.

Main difficulties at present

Lack of money to make change — we cant get enough money to make properly planned
structural change. Money is only available for tinkering and doing bits and pieces which
is not helpful.

Too much dog poo

Lack of constructive involvement of some people who look out onto the gardens and who
see it as an extension of their personal front garden and who don't really like increased
public use.

Some parents who don’t control their kids

Some dog owners who don’t control their dogs.

Play

Caroline introduced the idea of a Play Audit — wahg done mainly by Councils to find out
about children’s play in their areas to inform f&yplans and policy. We have not had one
locally, but it should include four elements:

1.

How much and how often children and young pe@fdy out in their local area

2. What access they have to suitable places yoapia for informal recreation
3.
4

The quality of those spaces
How satisfied are children and parents witlalepaces for play and informal recreation?

Another matter that we should consider is health.

The recommendations are a minimum of 60 mins tdast moderate physical action per day.
This target is not being met.

Only 45% of girls (at 15 yrs) and 68% of boys (8]} fneet this.

Nationally children are becoming less and lesyvads there are less safe places to play.

In the absence of a formal Audit we looked brietly...

Where do children play locally?

Nightingale Gardens — boys and men football

Woodside Park — this has a different catchment area and demographic. It is the
‘other side of the road’.

Commerce Road has a good play area — is this for everyone or only Commerce
Estate residents? Should find out.

Albert Road Rec — some parents take kids there.

Myddleton Road kids play on the street and on the pavements with balls and
bikes.

Farmers Close kids play in their enclosed space



Finsbury Gardens — from toddlers to 12 +. Mainly boys on the kickabout area, but
one father and daughter seen playing tennis.

Community Garden Myddleton Road — toddlers to 7ish

Whittington Road — three young chaps (?10-127?) skateboard on the street

Slide Show 2

This looked at other places and different sortglay space and things to play on — both
natural and man-made.

Large stones or boulders are used in some plaadsnimand clamber on, tree trunks are
used to walk and balance along and pieces of eastare used to form a ‘climbing frame’.
Some factory made equipment uses a lot of woodewliers use mainly or all metal and
plastic. All are supposed to encourage safe,arg@iiig and fun play. Some is more
attractive and useful to small children and somebigger ones only — but even older children
are happy to sit around and chat on toddler objeetspecially if they are timber or stone.
Different spaces need different treatments, arfdrdifit groups of the public using a given
space have different needs, likes and dislikes.

Three slides showed skateboard parks, howevemldysuse is inappropriate here:

Re: Skateparks

A number of children use the local streets as tespark. Because of the noise involved, this
is one use that cannot be accommodated anywhénesbury. The NPFA says there should
be a minimum 30m buffer zone between a skatepatkansing.

Finsbury Gardens is max 340 ft / 103m long, angfit/30m wide.

The Centre of the Gardens is a max of 100ft / 3om front doors and thus the space cannot
consider it.

The two most local skateparks are Alexandra Paladeoff the A10 in Enfield.

Friends of Finsbury Gardens

Kate Franzmann spoke about the work of the Friemésnsbury Gardens.

It is easy to forget where we were and how mucthawe done.

Remember that we have got new equipment in thaddduay area — different ages — much
used.

We now have colour and some new planting.

The gardens looks more loved and attractive.

We now need an overview.

Someone on Finsbury Gardens has offered to hetp wiltid. That person will be freer after
April. Kate had tracked down one other woman wad been very energetic and helpful on
an early planting day — she will join our meetings.

Having looked at it all with the play design pegplee biggest difficulty would be to move
the path, however, moving the southern gate netret@phone box — where it had been
originally - would stop it feeling like a route anthke it more like a Gardens.

General agreement on the Friends to take awayethteat timber planters and use the timbers
to edge the kickabout area. And take the corrfahefkickabout area to soften that end.
Needs some new equipment for ball control/aim.

Needs some equipment for jumping/climbing.

She doesn't like the idea of bringing in big store®t natural here — but trunks and timber
OK.

Important to get the railings done.

If the Gardens were locked at night it would givietally different message and would
remove some of the problem behaviour reported ¢l Ieesidents.

Out and About. Site work — Finsbury Gardens.
Each person had a clipboard and pen with a planeoGardens to sketch and write on.



People worked alone, or in small changing groupsudsed as they went or not as they
pleased.

We were out for about 30 mins.

Back for more tea and biscuits.

Back to Base — Feedback and What next?
People shared ideas, but by that time there was a fair amount of agreement already.
See very sketch plan.....

Agreed that the Nightingale end was the Quiet end, adult end, while the Truro end
was children’s end and thus could have more noise and play things etc.
The central area should be neutral area — should be sloped, humped and
bumped.

Main improvements agreed on:

- Entrance area at Truro end needs improving — take out the asphalt to the east of
the gate and plant it with grass, or low shrubs, flowers etc. Replace the black
railings with old ones.

While people agreed that the tall prison-like railings were ugly and forbidding —
they did their job and we didn’t have the money to think about alternatives now.
One woman on the play park had asked for baby-swings, and tiny slide — but we
had sadly to agree that the play area was the only area that had already had
money spent on it and we probably didn’'t have extra at this time — so low priority.
Move the Nightingale end gate to the side near the phone box.

Change the line of the path so that it is more curved — soften the S end of the
kickabout by taking southern end off it and back.

Re-surface the kickabout.

Basket /Netball piece of equipment with its clang-proof backing at E end of
kickabout.

Triple drop ball shoot piece of equipment on the kickabout — nearer the W. — more
attractive to girls.

Edge the kickabout with the now redundant timbers from the planters.

The sick tree in the centre is due to be cut down — use some of this timber and
some imported if necessary to create a ‘climbing frame’, and a log balance in the
grass area between the kickabout and the trees/centre.

Bring more colour into the existing shrub beds and more bulbs.

Perhaps another flower bed at the Nightingale — and now non-through — end.
Some people wanted to move the Frog seat to the other side of the path — across
on the grass nearer where the new climbing bits would be.

General agreement that it should be locked at night.
No agreement about whether dogs should be on leads or not.

There should be a meeting of the Friends soonstmuds the next moves.
Caroline to write up the Plan session and disteibut

* Distributed to participants and OKd. Distribdte Friends. April/May.

* Distributed to Kate Garner, Tony Healey, Beveitevens, our three Ward Councillors.
June 2% 2009.

Caroline Simpson

Chair, Bowes Park Community Association
Caroline@forbury.demon.co.uk
www.bowespark.org.uk






